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Returning from Mission 
As many of you know, we went to Honduras last week and returned earlier this 
week.  Even after a lon-n-n-ng day (I was up for 22 hours) which began at 6:30 
am Sunday and ended at 4:30 am Monday, the emotional and spiritual high car-
ried me through.  Ok, so maybe the seven lattes helped a little.  Despite three 
gate changes and a 5-hour weather delay, we all made it home safely.  I’m sure 
the next few weeks will be full of stories to tell – of Tyler’s epic soccer skills, or 
Eric’s rice incident – but I won’t steal their thunder. 
While in Honduras, we studied four principles for short term missionaries in the 
book Go Well by Kyle Burkholder.  The first principle reminded us that the pro-
ject is the people – not the clinic or medical activities we conducted.  The pur-
pose was to connect and build relationships with them.  Indeed, we witnessed 
this as this mission entered its second decade of providing help to central Hon-
duras, and particularly to some of the same villages year after year.  Long-term 
friendships were re-united and new ones formed.  The second principle in-

formed us of our primary purpose – the eternal over the temporal.  This principle 
thumbs its nose at Maslow’s hierarchy and forces us to really evaluate what is required 
in this life.  Does food, water, shelter matter more than our spiritual food? (Re-read 
Matthew 4:1-4)  

It is this second principle which struck me deeply.  I have been a part of many 
humanitarian efforts during my time in the Air Force.  Working with Civil Affair teams, 
providing airlift or tactical support, whether to delivery shoes to orphanages, or con-
duct a vaccination drive to end polio, mumps or measles - good work was being done. 
Needs were being met.  However, despite our efforts, these were just temporary in na-
ture.  Feet grow, clothing wears out, and a new disease is always around the corner.  

The author, Kyle Burkholder, encountered this as well.  He tells how he used to 
despise missionaries who required the starving to hear a sermon before being offered 
a sandwich during his time service in the slums of Johannesburg, South Africa.  Yet, 
year after year, he began to notice that his sandwich drives were only helping the hun-
gry that day.  He began to see the same children, a little older, now bringing their sib-
lings – still as malnourished as before.  Despite hundreds being fed by sandwiches, 
there were thousands more – still hungry.  Their souls no better than the day before as 
hundreds would die in that place – if only someone would have given them hope about 
a better place yet to come. 1 Peter 3:15 begs us to “always be prepared to give an an-
swer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”  It 
warmed my heart to watch the youth teach “Jesus Loves Me” to the children of Hon-
duras – for that was the difference between just doing good and serving the kingdom. - 

Dave 



1 Then Jesus was led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness  
to be tempted by the  
devil. 2 After fasting forty 
days and forty nights, he 
was hungry. 3 The tempter 
came to him and said, “If 
you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to become 
bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is  
written: ‘Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on  
every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” 

 

Matthew 4: 1-4 (NIV) 

Find the words in bold. 
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