
Join us this Sunday, December 9 @ 5:00 for 
Carols Around the Table.  

First Presbyterian Church St. Pete 

Friday, December 21 5pm – Saturday 7am is the Lock-in! 

Bring your pillow and blanket, and join us for a night 
of movies, food, fun, and a few surprises! 



 Have you ever stumbled into meeting someone who’s talents exactly fit what-
ever problem you were trying to tackle?  Like the universe aligned (hint, hint, God) 
and just as you needed something, a new friend, acquaintance or even a complete 
stranger came by to help.  Ever give thanks to God for introducing that person who 
perfectly fit your need?   
 In this weeks’ reading, the apostle Paul was thanking God for the Church of 
Thessalonians.  Since Paul could not physically be there, he sent his prayer via this 
letter.  In particular, Paul was thanking God for their faith and perseverance in their 
suffering.  Essentially, Paul is commending the church while giving God the praise.  In 
English, the prayer of thanks gets a little wordy, but take my word for it, the Greek 
flows better. 
 Paul’s prayer of intercession (praying for something on behalf of another per-
son, like my prayers that you perform well on your exams next week) do not point or 
highlight any deficiency of their faith.  Rather, Paul’s prayers are meant to come 
alongside and augment the church of Thessalonians.   
 I first really began to understand prayer of intercession (praying for others) 
when I began praying for my future wife, back as early as 12 years old.  I knew the 

temptations I felt and saw my classmates around me and just prayed she would know God.  I 
didn’t know my future wife then, but God was watching and growing her faith.  Which leads 
me to the first lesson of prayer and learning to pray well. 

Learning to Pray – Richard J. Foster’s Celebration of Discipline has an interesting twist 
to understanding and learning to pray.  After intensive study of the Gospels, line-by-line anal-
ysis of Jesus’s prayers and the disciples’, he concluded that prayer is indeed a learned pro-
cess—but not as he was taught.   

Understanding that our prayer life is one that must be learned and refined staves off 
the temptations to think that our prayers go unanswered or that praying is pointless.  Even 
the disciples, men who had been praying for all their lives before following Jesus, still asked 
Jesus for guidance and direction.  (No, this isn’t the first time in recorded history that a man 
asked for directions – LOL).    

When we pray for others (interceding on their behalf), our prayers will be effective 
when we follow God’s guidance.  The more in-tune we are to God spiritually, the more prac-
ticed we become, the more effective our prayers will be.  Most of us start earnestly praying 
when someone is in serious need for prayer – battling cancer, terminal illness, or loss of job.  
However, like Luke Skywalker rushing to save his friends, we are not finished in our training.  
Yet, this doesn’t mean that we should wait until perfection either, for that will never come.  
Rather, start praying for small things first.  Akin to lift little rocks with the force before 
attempting an X-wing fighter, begin praying for small things, like quick-healing colds or small 
cuts not becoming infected.  Watch for success with these smaller prayer requests and pay 
attention to how God’s power operates.   

I encourage you to start praying not just for your future, but the future of those 
around you, and those that God will bring into your life.  And give God praise all the time, for 
He never stops, day or night, He is Good!  More to Follow next week…. 



Sunday, December 9:  

Join us at 5pm for UGLY 

SWEATER CONTEST & 

Games, then Dinner at 6 ‘till 

8:00 in Fellowship Hall 

How can we thank God enough for you in re-

turn for all the joy we have in the presence of 

our God because of you? 

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 

may see you again and supply what is lacking 

in your faith. 

Now may our God and Father himself and our 

Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you.  

May the Lord make your love increase and 

overflow for each other and for everyone else, 

just as ours does for you. 

May he strengthen your hearts so that you will 

be blameless and holy in the presence of our 

God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes 

with all his holy ones. 

1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13 (NIV) 

Find the words in bold. 

TABLE 

Sunday, December 16:  Youth Gelato Walk 

Time: 5 - 7 pm  Cost: FREE 
Join us as we walk to Beach Drive to enjoy gelato,  
Christmas lights, and fellowship! 
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NO YOUTH 

Lock-In 
5pm-7am 


