Your Weekly News from

First Presbyterian Church
St. Petersburg

March 19, 2021

WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY

Join us for our 10 AM Online Worship Service

this Sunday, March 21
5th Sunday in Lent

This Sunday's Sermon:
"Forgive One Another"
Current Sermon Series - One Anothering: Nurturing God's Beloved Community
Pastor Dawn Conti
Scripture: Genesis 50:15-21, Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35

Click HERE to watch the service online.

As a reminder, we will begin the organ prelude just before 10 AM, so please plan to join us
a few minutes early!

If the 10 AM hour on Sundays does not fit your schedule, the service is available for

viewing on our YouTube channel throughout the week. Feel free to share the link with
family and friends!

The online service link may also be found on the home page of the church's website
(www.fpcstpete.com), as well as on the church's Facebook page and YouTube channel.

Please remember in prayer: Carol Abernathy, Ron & Millie Bradley,
Bob Burkhardt, Carol Daniel, Joan Evans, Julie Evans, Sandra Fay,
Sarah Fechter, Teresa Gasper, Margo Hart, John & Dorothy Harte,
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Larry & Diane Heath, Agnes Ingles, Russ & Connie Johnson, Iberia
f Johnston, Anne Justiss, Alisa Keys, Margie Laughlin, Dave & Pam
Malone, Nancy McLaughlin, Peter Pav, Richard Pfleider, Janet

‘ Poling, Jane Pruitt, Ken Robinson, Judy Smith, JB & Marsha
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Please keep in prayer all those who have been physically
ad ’
P J ay €rs emotionally, and financially affected by the coronavirus, and join us

in praying for an end to this situation.

Please pray for our family and friends serving in the military: Marc-Antoni Julia’, USN
LT; CPT. Taina Specie, USA; 1st LT. Liam Shelton, USA; 1st LT. Mallory Wasik, USMC; CPT.

Robert Wilson, USAF. Please provide us with mailing addresses for our card ministry.

Thank you for choosing to use your time to give this important gift of prayer to our church
family. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.- James 5:16

If you have any additions, deletions, or updates to the weekly prayer concerns, please
contact Amy Grossenbacher at amyg@fpc-stpete.org.

Lenten Devotionals
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There are still days during the Lenten season that we hope some of you might feel led to
fill. To sign up for a day or two (or even three!!) click HERE to do so via Sign Up Genius.

We hope you that have enjoyed receiving our
daily Lenten Devotionals emails and that they
have been a blessing to help you have a time
of reflection and prayer.

You may choose your own scripture to reflect on, or you can choose a scripture from the
daily lectionary. It can be a very short reflection on anything that comes to mind for your
chosen scripture. It can include a poem, a hymn, a story, or a piece of art. Accompanying
your contribution in our devotional will be a coloring page illustrated by children from the
Day School! In your submission, please include: the scripture, your devotional, any
file/photo/art you'd like to go along with it, and a prayer at the end. Each devotional is
subject to review by Pastor Dawn and Pastor Megan. Please limit your submissions to 250
words and please email them directly to meganm@fpc-stpete.org.

If you have any questions, concerns, need further information, or have any issues signing
up, please call the Church Office or email Pastor Megan.

Virtual Palm Sunday

We have all learned to do things a little
differently thanks to COVID, but we are still
working to keep our wonderful traditions
alive! So, for Palm Sunday (March 28), we
would like to do a VIRTUAL palm procession!
To help us do that, we are asking you to
please send us a photo or a video of your
family waving a palm branch (or scarf, or
streamer - get creative!). We will put everything we receive together and show the
montage during our online Palm Sunday service.
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Photos and videos should be recorded horizontally (landscape) and emailed to amyg@fpc-
stpete.org no later than Tuesday, March 23 5 PM.

Easter Lilies

Share Easter's beauty by sponsoring a lily to be used as part of our
Easter worship service. These traditional symbols of Easter can be
given in memory of a loved one or to honor friends and family ($20



mailto:amyg@fpc-stpete.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b45ada72fa4fd0-fpclenten
mailto:meganm@fpc-stpete.org
mailto:amyg@fcp-stpete.org
mailto:amyg@fcp-stpete.org

each). To order, contact Amy in the Church Office (727-822-2031 or

amyg@fpc-stpete.org). A safe, socially distanced pick-up of your lily
can be arranged after Easter Sunday.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
-- ONLINE EDITION --

Everyone is welcome to join; feel free to
send the links to friends and family!

/:00-8:00 PM

Social Justice - A series of talks and panel discussions are being arranged on issues of social
justice. If you missed earlier weeks' discussions, you can see the recorded version HERE.
Future speakers and programs will be announced as the dates approach.

CLICK HERE for Zoom Meeting Link
Or go to Zoom.com and enter the Meeting ID: 851 4775 5193 and Passcode: justice

Or dial in by phone: 1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 851 4775 5193, Passcode: 0664377

PLEASE NOTE: our original 5:00-6:00 WNL offering of Peaceful Parenting has
moved to Mondays at noon!

Peaceful and Powerful Parenting Workshops

Each session includes practice of building skills interactively, as well as a short Q & A
problem-solving discussion at the end.

CLICK HERE for Zoom Meeting Link
Or go to Zoom.com and enter the Meeting ID: 871 8995 8365 and Passcode: peace

Or dial in by phone: 1-301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 871 8995 8365, Passcode: 691341

You are invited to participate in an upcoming PC(USA) webinar

on Women Leading in the Church
Tuesday, March 23rd, 2021 from 1:00-2:00 pm (EDT)

The Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations invites you to a virtual conversation with
our panelists, including Elona Street-Stewart, Co-Moderator of the 224th General Assembly,
on the progress and challenges for women leaders of color in the church and society.
Register for this webinar by clicking HERE.

*Please note that our Zoom video only has a capacity of 100. However, you still can listen
to the audio by using the call-in number you receive when you register.

OR watch live on Facebook Live by clicking HERE.
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WOMEN LEADING
IN THE CHURCH

Please join PC(USA)'s women leaders for a conversation on the
progress and challenges they have faced as leaders and

women of color in the church and in society.

Tuesday, March 23, 2021
1:00 - 2:00 PM (EDT)

Elona Street- Rev. Dr. SanDawna

Jyungin Lee
Stewart Moderator, Presbyterian /i G.E_lulman Ash_ley |
Transitional Leader for Synod o

Co-Moderator of 224th W
omen . :
General Assamibly the Northeast

Moderated by:
Courtney Hoekstra, Associate for
Advocacy Committee Support

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations

Small Group Opportunities

In this time of COVID life, would you be interested in
being a part of a small group study? What topic(s) interest
you? We often find that small group ministry is a
wonderful opportunity to meet with others who share the
same interest, want to deepen their faith and/or explore new topics.

Lynn Kiehne would love to hear from you as to what interests you and we will see if we can
create groups of like-minded members/friends of members to enjoy this type of fellowship.




As we are currently exercising extreme caution, these groups will more than likely meet
online unless the membership of the group wishes to gather safely in person. Email Lynn
(Ikiehne@gmail.com) or call the Church Office (727-822-2031) to express your interest.
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GRIEF RECOVERY

Grieving? Know someone who is?
Join our GriefShare group on Sundays at
4 PM (via Zoom)

SUPPORT GROUPS

Whether your bereavement experience is recent or not so recent, you will find
encouragement, comfort and help in grieving the death of a spouse, child, parent, sibling,
other family member, or friend.

This program features biblical, Christ-centered teaching that focuses on grief topics
associated with the death of a loved one. The 13-week DVD seminar features nationally
respected grief experts and real-life stories of people, followed by a small group discussion
about what was viewed. This is a great opportunity to be around people

who understand what you are feeling. Don't allow fear of what others may think to keep
you from what could help you. Confidentiality is very much a part of this program.

Need more information? Want to sign up? Call the Church Office at 727-822-2031.
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ReoforcWe Faith & Fiction

Were Yours

Next month, Faith & Fiction will be reading Before We Were Yours by
Lisa Wingate. This is a thought-provoking, complex tale about two
families, two generations apart, and is based on a notorious true-life
scandal.

<. Our discussion will be held on Monday, April 5th at 7:30 p.m. Once
- y & again, we will meet via Zoom. Please contact Linda Santoro if you
—Lisa Wingate would like to join the discussion (727-897-

9543 or lindajsantoro@gmail.com).

Below is the lament that PW Circles will be using in March:

Lament for Our Earth
--by Sarah Fechter, February 2021

O God, who created heaven and earth
separated land and waters

planted towering oaks and tiny wild flowers
made giant whales for the seas

and foxes and rabbits

to scamper the forests.

Finally, you made humankind
to prosper with responsibility
for the earth and every living thing.

Yes, God, we did prosper

yet not responsible enough
doing little to replenish

and preserve your bountiful gifts.

The earth now cries from thirst

rivers and seas are littered and stressed
we have broken your covenant

with poisons polluting wind and water
joy has turned to doom.

Creator God, forgive us
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help us rescue and nourish
the bounty of your land —
we beseech you to

reach out your hand

and save us from extinction.

All of us at First Presbyterian
%XO(/\,& e are working to stay as connected as possible
COWNECTED! during this time of social distancing.
e If you need anything — a phone call, a prayer, a friendly conversation, or a few
errands run — PLEASE call the Church Office at 727-822-2031! Our staff and
volunteers are happy to help during this time.

¢ Help us stay connected by sending us your pictures and prayer requests!

Pastor Dawn invites you to join us for a time
of devotion, discussion, and prayer where we
connect online with God and each other as

we read and discuss the sermon text that will
be preached the following Sunday. All are
welcome!

For sign-in information to the Zoom call, please contact the Church Office at 727-822-2031
or click HERE to join. PLEASE NOTE: If Zoom prompts you to enter a password, the

password for Monday devotionals moving forward will be "prayer."

During this season when we are physically apart, we are
Online Giving R especially thankful for the generosity of all of the people who
continue to financially contribute to the church.

#

For your convenience, there are several ways which you can give:

(1) Give online using a credit card or bank transfer (click here for the link). For assistance
using the online system, please call the Church Office or

(2) Send a check through the U.S. mail or

(3) Drop by the Church Office and slip an envelope through the mail slot in the front door.

Thank you for the many ways you support the work of God'’s church at FPC — St.
Petersburg!



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/542281573?pwd=eXhFaCtGdXhQREFCSG1RbGk1UDBodz09
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=105443

FPC Calendar At A Glance

e Click HERE to view the full church calendar online. \.J‘! j L(/J r
Groups may not appear on the online church calendar. Please (gﬁt_/%
contact the Church Office if you would like to update our ol O f\?
online calenaar with your meeting. A .

e (Click HERE for March Birthdays

Most groups are continuing to meet virtually (online). If you need help navigating the Zoom
conference call technology, we will be happy to help you with it so that you can join
meetings and/or stay better connected. Please contact the Church Office (727-822-2031)
for more information.

¢ Sundays, 9 AM, Faith Journey Sunday School Class. For Zoom sign-in information,
contact the Church Office.

e Sundays, 10 AM, Worship Service Online.

e Sundays, 11:15 AM, Contemporary Faith Sunday School Class. For Zoom sign-in
information, email Lynn Kiehne (lkiechne@gmail.com).

¢ Sundays, 11:15 AM, Westminster Sunday School Class. For Zoom sign-in information,
email Jim Garnett (jim.garnett237@gmail.com).

e Mondays, 10 AM, Online Devotional with Pastor Dawn. Click HERE to join. If you are
prompted, use "prayer" a password.
e Mondays, 12 PM, Peaceful and Powerful Parenting Workshops via Zoom.

¢ Tuesdays, 7 PM, Weekly Meditation, virtual. For more information, contact Carlen
Maddux (cmaddux@maddux.com).

e Wednesdays, online, 12 PM (through Mar. 24), Taizé Worship Service
¢ Wednesdays, online, 7 - 8 PM - Wednesday Night Live! (Social Justice)

¢ Fridays, 7:30 AM, Men's Bible Study, in person in Room N-123.

¢ Monday, March 15 - Monday, March 22, Day School closed for Spring Break
¢ Monday, March 22, Stated Session Meeting

e Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday

¢ Thursday, April 1, Maundy Thursday, 10 AM Virtual Stations of the Cross; 12-2 PM
Drive-Through Lord's Supper

¢ Friday, April 2, Good Friday, Church Office closes at noon, Tenebrae Service online, 7
PM

¢ Saturday, April 3, Children & Family Easter Service online, 4 PM

e Sunday, April 4, Easter

Deadline For "First News"

Items for "First News" should be submitted as early as possible with a cut-off for any
Friday's "First News" being end of day the Tuesday before publication. Please submit copy
which is as concise as possible. Send copy to Amy Grossenbacher.

First Presbyterian Church
701 Beach Drive NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701

(727) 822-2031
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Contact Us | Website | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTUBE

A Stephen Ministry Congregation of the PC (USA) - Christ empowering people to care for people.
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