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April 17, 2019 

 

 

Because we believe that the Church has been called to love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength 

and to love our neighbor as ourselves in every season and year, and because the world we live in and the 

demographics of church membership have changed drastically since our current facility was built in 1967, 

the session is asking the Church to enter into a period of intentional discernment. During this time, we are 

seeking to understand God’s vision for FPC so that we can move into the future confident that we are 

actively fulfilling God’s call for the Church. In particular, we want to understand how we might maximize 

our witness for Jesus Christ given the abundant gift of property FPC owns at 701 Beach Drive NE, St. 

Petersburg. 

 

While FPC has long needed to commit to the visioning process, the catalyst for engaging in this exercise  

was a recent expression of interest in purchasing a portion of the church property. Please be assured that     

no decisions have been made regarding the property. We have received a nudge from God to assess the 

situation, but we have not discerned God’s will in the matter. 

 

The first action toward visioning was the establishment of a seven-member task force. To move forward      

as efficiently as possible, six sub-task forces have been created, one for each of the following ministries: 

Traditional Worship, Contemporary Worship, Christian Formation for Children, Christian Formation for 

Youth, Christian Formation for Adults, and Outreach. All sub-task forces have entered into a time of 

prayerful study and conversation for the purpose of visioning how each ministry might best flourish. Their 

input will be submitted by April 22 so that we can draw on the collective wisdom and insight of the body of 

Christ at FPC before many of our seasonal members travel to other locations after Easter. 

 

The reports from each sub-task force summarizing their work and discussions will be provided to the main 

task force. Once this information is received, the main task force will bring recommendation(s) to the 

session. The session will determine if more work is required before bringing any recommendations to the 

congregation. 

 

As this process unfolds, we will offer ample opportunity for questions and feedback. Questions may be 

submitted through the church website at www.fpcstpete.com/contact or by dropping them in the designated 

box found at the kiosks in the fellowship hall and sanctuary or on the table by the front door of the chapel. 

We will continue to update you as information becomes available. Please keep those who have committed to 

this very important work in your prayers as together we discern the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

 

In the bond of faith and the love of Christ, 

  

 

 

Rev. Dr. Dawn M. Conti 

Senior Pastor and Head of Staff 


